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Biologist turned photographer, I’ve spent the last 10 years exploring the relationship 
between humans and their environment. Recently, my work has surrounded the 
human-wildlife conflict zones around national parks where wildlife spills over into 
private lands and into direct conflict with humans. After a year researching wild 
chimpanzees in Uganda and another year photographing and filming wild wolves and 
bears in Yellowstone, I’ve found that the human-wildlife interface always benefits from 
a well-crafted data-driven message. What I strive for is to promote critical thinking 
surrounding natural systems and apply that critical thinking towards human-wildlife 
conflicts.   

 
Experience  National Geographic Partners – Ellesmere Island, Canada  Jun-Sept 2019 

Joint project for National Geographic Channel and Magazine documenting the 
behavior of wild Arctic wolves on Ellesmere Island. A three part TV series and a 
National Geographic Magazine story will release in the fall of 2019. 

National Geographic Magazine – Rwanda, Africa  Nov 2016 

Photography assignment from Kathy Moran to cover to conservation status of 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda. Published in National 
Geographic Magazine’s September 2017: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/09/gorillas-dian-fossey-saved-
rwanda 

National Geographic Magazine – Uganda, Africa  Nov 2017 

Photography assignment from Kathy Moran to cover the conflict with between 
humans and chimpanzees in rural Uganda. Scheduled to publish in National 
Geographic Magazine’s 2019-20.  

National Geographic Magazine – wild wolves and grizzly bears in Yellowstone N.P.  2014-2015 

National Geographic Magazine photographer covering the natural history of wolves in 
Yellowstone National Park for an upcoming issue that will be dedicated entirely to the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Ronan’s assignment was to document the wild wolves 
that inhabit Yellowstone’s vast landscape and the human-wildlife conflict between 
stock growers and wild wolves. Published in National Geographic Magazine’s May 
2016 issue: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/05/yellowstone-
photographer-donovan 

Research Photographer for the Kibale Chimpanzee Project – Uganda, Africa  Feb-Dec 2011 

Implemented an independent research project under Harvard University’s Prof. 
Richard Wrangham, using photography as an innovative method for wild chimpanzee 
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research. In addition,  To date, three coauthored scientific papers have been 
published as a result of my work. 

Cinematographer for PBS Nature production – Uganda, Trinidad, Spain and U.S. 2011-2014
 Feb-Dec 2011 

Director of Photography on multiple international film shoots covering the diversity of 
animal’s ‘home building.’ The film is a three part series airing on PBS Nature early 2015. 

Cinematographer for PBS Nature production - Trinidad March- 2014
 Feb-Dec 2011 

Tasked with sequencing the unique nesting behavior of the Crested Oropendola bird 
for a segment about animal architecture to air on PBS Nature television. This shoot was 
made possible by my skills in rope-rigging for tree safe tree climbing. 

Marine Mammal Observer - Worldwide  2006- 2014
 Feb-Dec 2011 

A marine mammal observer working onboard seismic survey ships that conduct oil 
exploration in deep ocean water where the world’s large whales live. This job requires 
me to spend 4-6 weeks onboard a ship full of oil workers and solely enforce the 
applicable regulations. Detailed data and daily/weekly/monthly reports required.  

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks – Montana, U.S.A. May-September, 2009-10 

Conducted statewide baseline wildlife surveys targeting amphibians, reptiles, small 
mammals, bats, and birds. The second field season I played a leadership role, working 
with new technicians in the field and educating them on the numerous datasheets 
and protocols. 

U.S. Geological Survey – Yosemite National Park – California, U.S.A. March-August, 2006-07 

Monitored established spotted owl nesting locations and surveyed for new nesting 
pairs throughout relevant habitat in Yosemite National Park’s old-growth forests. I 
worked in two-person groups with extensive backpacking and navigating with 
compass to specific nesting locations required, all before GPS units worked in closed-
canopy forest. Detailed notes and datasheets required. 

Education  B.S. Degree from the University of New Hampshire at Durham - New Hampshire. U.S.A. 2001 – 2005  

I obtained a Bachelors of Science in International Business and Economics with a minor 
in Environmental Conservation. 

 

Publications & 
Awards 

 
 

Scientific Publications:  
Dental eruption in East African wild chimpanzees  March, 2015  

Coauthored scientific paper published by the Journal of Human Evolution. The basis for 
this paper was made possible through my research photography with wild 
chimpanzees – exposing this new ability to document the dental eruption of wild 
chimpanzees through photography. 

First molar eruption, weaning, and life history in living wild chimpanzees  January, 2013  

Coauthored scientific paper published by the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences. The basis for this paper was made possible through my research 
photography with wild chimpanzees – exposing this new ability to document the molar 
eruption in juvenile chimpanzees using photography.  

Tick infestations in the nostrils of wild chimpanzees and a human in Uganda  October, 2013 
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Coauthored scientific paper in The American Journal of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene. Contributed images of wild chimpanzees with tick infestations in their nostrils 
as well as around their eyes.  

Photography and Video Publications:  

“It really wasn’t the bears fault.” Grizzly attack survivor reflects – Video September, 2015 

Published on National Geographic News website, a video interview with a grizzly bear 
attack survivor, Nic Patrick of Cody Wyoming. Filmed as part of a series of articles after 
a 2015 fatality from a grizzly bear in Yellowstone National Park. View the video here: 
https://youtu.be/YlrDpJBMpkA 

“'Bear Bathtub' Caught on Camera in Yellowstone – Video September, 2015 
Published on National Geographic’s single topic May 2016 issue of the magazine 
dedicated entirely to the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.  This shows the private side 
of grizzly bear life. The quiet side. View the video here: https://youtu.be/zl5PK5JOXvk 

 

 


